Many epidemics of acute viral conjunctivitis have been reported from Asia, Africa, and Europe during the past decade. '-10 However, no studies have been reported on the serum and tear immunoglobulin levels in the disease. The present study deals with observations on immunoglobulin levels in serum and tears in patients suffering from acute adenovirus conjunctivitis (acute and remission stages) which occurred in epidemic form during July-August 1981. The findings regarding adenovirus culture and serological titres have been described elsewhere."
Materials and methods
The study was carried out among 35 healthy subjects and 31 virologically confirmed patients with acute adenovirus conjunctivitis attending the outpatient department of Guru Nanak Eye Centre, New Delhi. The control group comprised healthy subjects who had no evidence of ocular or systemic disease and attended the Eye Centre mainly for the purpose of refraction during the same period. In the control group there were 28 males and 7 females, with mean age 32-1 years, and the patients comprised 26 males and 5 females, with mean age 31-1 years. The diagnosis of acute adenovirus conjunctivitis was established by detailed clinical examination, including slit-lamp biomicroscopy, bacterial culture, and specific serological studies. The Table 2 shows the serum IgA, IgG, and IgM levels in mild, moderate, and severe types of acute conjunctivitis. The serum IgA level did not show any change with severity of disease when compared with the level in the healthy subjects (p>080, p>0 50, and p>0 20 in mild, moderate, and severe types respectively). However, the serum IgM level showed a significant fall in moderate (p<0025) and severe (3 5 mg/dl) did not differ significantly from the mean value in 5 healthy subjects (1-8 mg/dl). However, the tear IgG level showed a highly significant rise (mean level 23 5+8 7 mg/dl) and was detectable in all the patients suffering from acute adenovirus conjunctivitis, while it was detectable only in 2 healthy subjects (1.f5 mg/dl and 2-9 mg/dl). (SI conversion: mg/dlx 10=mg/l). In the present study it was observed that in most of 
